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20 June 2026 

Assalamu alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu 

Dear Respected Colleagues, 

Update No. 1 – Global Association of Islamic Schools’ Fifth Annual Conference in Jakarta, 
Indonesia – 4 - 7 October 2026 

We are delighted to share the first official update on the Global Association of Islamic Schools’ Fifth 
Annual Conference, to be held in Jakarta, Indonesia. This year marks a significant milestone as GAIS 
hosts its fifth annual conference. Over the past five years, the conference has evolved into a global 
forum bringing together Islamic school leaders, educators, researchers, and innovators to share 
ideas, strengthen partnerships, and advance the quality of Islamic education worldwide. 

2026 GAIS Annual Conference 

  
Conference Dates 4-7 October 2026 

Opening Dinner 4 October 2026 (after Maghrib salah) 
Theme Tajdīd in Practice: From Inner Renewal to Outer Transformation 
Venue Grand Mercure Kemayoran, Jakarta, Indonesia 
Event Highlights Our engaging program will include keynote addresses, plenary sessions, 

breakout discussions, research presentations, workshops, lighting talks, 
exhibitions, and networking opportunities designed to inspire action and 
strengthen collaboration across the global Islamic schooling community. 

 

Participants will have the opportunity to engage with experts, researchers, practitioners, innovators, 
school leaders, and policymakers from around the world. The conference seeks to strengthen 
collaboration within the Ummah, build bridges among educational communities, and inspire 
meaningful change in Islamic schooling globally. 

 

 

 

 

Target Audience 

Schedule 
4 October 2026 Opening Dinner 
5 October 2026 GAIS Conference Day 1 
6 October 2026 GAIS Conference Day 2 and Gala Dinner 
7 October 2026 GAIS Conference Day 3 
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 Heads of Islamic School Associations from around the world 
 Heads of Islamic Schools, School Leaders, Principals and Management 
 Members of Islamic School Boards 
 Owners of Islamic Schools and School Groups 
 Researchers and Academics in the field of Islamic Education 
 Educational Policymakers and Educational Consultants 
 Anyone interested in the field of Islamic School Education 

 
1. Conference Venue and Accommodations 

The conference venue will be Grand Mercure, Kemayoran located in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

GRAND MERCURE JAKARTA KEMAYORAN 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/iNYBx2mSBxYammNt6 

We have negotiated special rates with the hotel, which 
will be valid only till 20th July 2026. These special rates 
in Indonesian rupiah are as follows: 

Superior room  1,360,000 
Deluxe room   1,560,000 
Classic room   1,760,000 
Executive room  2,060,000 

*All rates include breakfast for 2 guests, 11% VAT and 10% Accommodation Service Charge Tax 

For room reservation and special group rates, follow the steps:  

Step 1: Send a Reservation Email 

Subject line: GAIS Reservation 

Send to both: 

Mega.MEILIAWATI@accor.com; 
jakartaconference2026@gmail.com 

Step 2: Include the Following Details 

Fill in this format: 

▪️ Check-in Date: 
▪️ Check-out Date: 
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▪️ Room Type: (KING) OR (Twin – Separate Beds) 
▪️ Room Category: (Superior / Deluxe / Classic, etc.) 
▪️ Guest Name: 
▪️ ALL Accor Membership No: (Optional) 

⚠️ Note: Do NOT select Single Room, as Single and Double rooms are equally priced.  

Step 3: Complete Payment 

1. The hotel will send you a payment link 
2. Complete your payment via the link 
3. Reply to the hotel with your payment confirmation to finalise the booking 

Note: Participants may choose to stay at alternative accommodation options and commute to the 
conference venue accordingly. 

2. Conference Registration and Costs 

Registration Fee: $340 USD (charged in South African Rand ZAR, R 5600) 

Early Bird Registration Fee: $290 USD (charged in South African Rand ZAR, R 4750) 

Registration fees will include: 

a. Attendance at the conference for the full event 
b. Tea/coffee and refreshment breaks 
c. Lunches during conference days 
d. Opening dinner and Gala dinner 

You may purchase your ticket here: https://gais.network/product/indonesia2026/  

Delegates will be responsible for airfare, visas, airport transfers, accommodation, meals (other than 
the ones included in the conference registration), and any personal expenses. 

3. Keynote Speaker 

Dr. Nadeem Memon is an Associate Professor at the Centre for Islamic 
Thought and Education (CITE) at the University of South Australia (UniSA). At 
CITE/UniSA, Nadeem serves as a Curriculum Advisor for the Graduate 
Certificate in Education (Islamic Education), the first online graduate 
education program for educators in Islamic schools globally. 
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His research focuses on teacher education with particular emphasis on Islamic Pedagogy, 
comparative faith-based schooling, philosophy of religious education, and culturally responsive 
pedagogy. In his research program, Nadeem is a Chief Investigator on an Australian Research Council 
(ARC) Discovery Grant (2022-2025) on Culturally Responsive Schooling. He also leads a monthly 
reading group on Faith-Based Pedagogies with educators and academics from various religious 
traditions and religious orientations. Some of his notable publications include a sole-authored book 
entitled: A History of Islamic Schooling in North America: Mapping Growth and Evolution (Routledge, 
2020). 

In support of Islamic schooling, Nadeem serves as the Board Chair for the Islamic Schools League of 
America (ISLA), a member of Yaqeen’s Institute’s Curriculum Advisory Board, a member of the Global 
Association of Islamic Schools’ conference committee, a member of the University of Cambridge’s 
Cambridge Dialogues on Rethinking Islamic Education and a consultant on Qatar Foundation’s Usul 
Education Framework. 

Before joining UniSA, Nadeem was the Director of Education at Razi Education, where he 
spearheaded the design and implementation of a groundbreaking online teacher certificate program, 
the Islamic Teacher Education Program (ITEP), in collaboration with the University of Toronto. Nadeem 
holds a PhD in Theory and Policy Studies in Education from the Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education (OISE) at the University of Toronto, Canada. He currently lives in Adelaide, Australia, with 
his wife and son. 

The second keynote speaker will be announced soon.  

4. Exhibition Tables 

The conference will feature an exhibition area showcasing educational resources, technologies, 
services, publications, and solutions relevant to Islamic education. 

Exhibitors will have a unique opportunity to engage with a global audience of decision-makers, school 
leaders, board members, and educational practitioners. 

Interested in reserving a display table to showcase your organisation, products, or services to 250+ 
delegates from over 30 countries?  

Submit your application at this link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYBpHRDUkT2jPsMG_y17akTlVaJ2l5abmxQ7pYI7_kW
rm6IQ/viewform  

 

mailto:Info@gais.network
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYBpHRDUkT2jPsMG_y17akTlVaJ2l5abmxQ7pYI7_kWrm6IQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYBpHRDUkT2jPsMG_y17akTlVaJ2l5abmxQ7pYI7_kWrm6IQ/viewform


Registered Non-profit 
2022/716098/08 

Head Office in South Africa 
 

Info@gais.network      +27844035923      www.gais.network 

5. Visa Information 

Indonesia offers visa facilities for visitors from many countries. However, visa requirements vary 
depending on nationality. 

Participants are advised to consult their local travel agency/embassy/consulate for guidance. Some 
countries offer visas on arrival, some require a pre-travel e-visa, and some may require a separate visa 
application. 

For the e-visa application, you may use this link: https://evisa.imigrasi.go.id  

Visa support letters for registered participants will be available upon request. To request this letter, 
kindly email info@gais.network.  

For all arrivals in Indonesia, an arrival card must be filled out online before immigration. You can use 
this link to submit it online: https://allindonesia.imigrasi.go.id/arrival-card-submission/personal-
information  

6. Flights to Jakarta, Indonesia 

Jakarta is served by Soekarno-Hatta International Airport (CGK), one of Southeast Asia's largest 
international airports. Numerous international airlines operate direct and connecting flights to Jakarta 
from major cities around the world. Participants are encouraged to book flights early to secure the 
best fares. 

7. Currency Exchange 

The local currency in Indonesia is the Indonesian Rupiah (IDR). Currency exchange facilities are 
available at the airport. However, the rate at the airport may be slightly higher than what you might get 
in the city. You may change a small amount at the airport, which may help you through initial 
expenses. Alternatively, major credit and debit cards are widely accepted in hotels, restaurants, 
shopping centres, and other establishments. 

8. Airport Transfers 

Transportation from Soekarno-Hatta International Airport to Jakarta city is readily available through 
airport taxis and ride-hailing applications (Grab). Ride-hailing applications are most economical. You 
may pre-download the app to use it at the airport.  
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9. SIM Cards and Connectivity 

SIM cards are readily available at the airport and throughout Jakarta from major providers such as 
Telkomsel, Indosat, and XL Axiata. International visitors are encouraged to purchase a local SIM card 
upon arrival to ensure convenient communication and internet access during their stay. E-sims are 
also available at a more reasonable price compared to regular sim.   

10. Electrical plugs 

Multi-socket electrical points are available at the hotel. However, in Indonesia, the 
plug shown in the picture is mostly used.  

11. Distribution of Marketing Material 

Approved organisations will have the opportunity to distribute relevant promotional materials to 
conference participants for a fee. Only materials approved by the organising committee will be 
permitted for distribution. For further details, kindly email info@gais.network.  

Thank you for your continued support and commitment to the Global Association of Islamic Schools. 
Additional updates will be shared as further details become available. 

We encourage you to share this information widely within your professional networks and on your 
social media platforms to help us reach educators, school leaders, researchers, and all those 
involved in Islamic schooling worldwide. 

May Allah continue to facilitate our efforts, unite our educational communities, and grant success to 
this important gathering, Insha'Allah. 

Kindest regards, 
 
 
 
 

 

Fahad Haroon        

Conference Chair – 5th GAIS Conference 2026     

Global Association of Islamic Schools (GAIS) 
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